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ñLove can build a bridge, between your heart and mineéò 

sang Katie Hoyle when she first came to Lithuania and when returning many times, because she fell in love with Lithuania 

and its people. So sing we all, who come to share our love for learning and teaching with you. Some of us came because 

our parents, while we were growing up in a foreign land, taught us that Lithuania is our birthplace and we must help it 

strive for independence. Others came because they want to share their love for the student, the teacher, and the subject they 

teach. Some are third or fourth generation Lithuanians and want to discover their roots, and they return often, because they 

feel at home. Many came, because they want to become acquainted with this corner of the world and share their love of 

teaching. 

In 1990, when Minister Darius Kuolys invited Vaiva Vǟbraitǟ and Juratǟ Krokytǟ Stir-

bienǟ to organize seminars for Lithuaniaôs teachers, our A.P.P.L.E. organization was 

formed. During the 20 years of our existence we brought to Lithuania 496 builders of 

bridges ï the lecturers. 490 of them live in 39 of the US states; several came from 

Canada, and one each from Scotland, Sweden and Costa Rica. 303 lecturers came only 

once, 131 ï up to five times, 43 came up to 10 times and 19 ï more than 10 times. 

Several lecturers also came during the winters to share their expertise in special educa-

tion, administration and computers. 

In the United States, each state creates its own curriculum, recommends its favorite 

methods, and determines what is most important for students to learn. Every city and 

town incorporates their own needs and experience into the stateôs curriculum. Every 

teacher is encouraged to look for better and more effective ways to teach, motivate 

and prepare students for life. Therefore, we brought to Lithuania and shared with you 

many diverse educational philosophies and methodologies. We discussed these varied 

philosophies, cooperative learning, brain research and its implications in education, 

integration, effective communication, motivation. We talked about evaluation of stu-

dents, teachers, programs and schools and the importance of the librarian in the educa-

tion process. We organized the Children at Risk symposium bringing many social 

agencies to discuss this growing problem. We demonstrated how teachers can evaluate 

their own effectiveness through action research. We discussed education for sustain-

able development, creating a civil society, teaching social responsibility and the best practices for the 21st century. We 

found a computer program for scheduling, discussed distance learning and effective application of computers in the school 

office and the classroom.                                                                                                                                    (Continued page 3) 

Celebrating 20 years of ñbuilding bridgesò 
Address given by Amanda Gelaģis Muliolis at the Ministry of Education and Science during the 20th anniversary celebration of A.P.P.L.E. 
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Some Like it Hot!!!                   

                or     

                      The Klaipeda seminars  

The first two weeks of APPLE seminars were 
roasting with temperatures in the triple digits.  No 
one could remember a hotter time.  Luckily, the 
seminars were in Klaipeda by the sea.  Ledai (ice 
cream) and the sea breeze were the only reme-
dies that kept us fresh.  This summer the main 
seminars are in Klaipeda at the tourism school.  
The food was excellent and the air-conditioned 
Acropolis was only two blocks away.   A folkloric 
festival was the crowning event at the end of the 
first week.  Singing and dancing were only a five 
litas taxi ride away.  There were excursions to 
Palanga, Nida, Neringa, and a walking tour of the  
entire Old Town.  There are many changes since 
the last time A.P.P.L.E.  was in Klaipeda.  The 
promenade by the canal has been updated and 
there are new restaurants popping up everywhere.  
What a delightful setting for the seminars this 
summer! 
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 Lecturers did not just lecture theory; they made sure that you had hands-on experiences in the application of 
that theory to your teaching. This is especially evident in the ñViltisò organizationôs camps for families with spe-
cial children, where our lecturers work with special education teachers, the special children and their families. 

When, in 1992, Dr. Karl Janowitz met Dr. Algirdas Grigonis, a friendship developed that brought exceptional 
cooperation in special education. The Kaunas chapter of A.P.P.L.E. was born and a teacher center was 
established. Even though we had to say good bye to Dr. Grigonis several years ago, the organization is still 
growing and prospering. 

When in 1993 Dr. Corine Levin and Dr. Barbara Henriques came with lectures about teacher centers, the only 
such center was in Vilnius. Now there are many such centers, catering to the needs of the teachers in their 
communities. 

Through Dr. Katie Dunlap and her group we brought the idea of guidance counselors and their importance in 
schools. At the Children at Risk symposium, we saw how important it is for different social agencies to work to-
gether for the good of the children. 

But we are not the only ones who build bridges of love. You also helped in their building. You showed us Lithua-
niaôs treasures, beauty, history and culture. You took us to important Lithuanian monuments and historical sites. 
We became friends, and several of you have joined our ranks in teaching during our seminars and, in your own 
communities and schools, continued to disseminate what you experienced.  

Many builders of bridges never came to Lithuania. They are the donors, both Lithuanian and American friends, 
who fund our work. For many years they donated to the scholarship fund, now they continue donating to the 
Lithuania Scholars Fund, allowing us to support many teacher projects. During the last four years we funded 96 
projects ï they also are bridges of love between the U.S. community and the schools in Lithuania. 

May the bridges built during these 20 years stand long and strong, and continue to cooperate with each other 
and share our Creatorôs gifts of scholarship and love. 

Celebrating 20 years of ñbuilding bridgesò  (continued from front page) 



  Message from the President              

We have recently returned from our very successful 20th summer in 
Lithuania. 

On Saturday, July 10, 2010, the Ministry of Education and Science 
hosted us at a reception at their newly renovated facility in Vil-
nius.  Gintaras Steponavicius, the Minister of Education and Science, 
presented all the participants with Certificates of Appreciation.  Brief wel-
comes and speeches were made by A.P.P.L.E.'s President, Dr. Vida R. 
Gavin, Klaipeda's Program Director, Dr. Barbara Henriques, and Vice-
President Amanda Muliolis listed the many accomplishments of 
A.P.P.L.E. during the past twenty tears.  The final address was given by 
Giedrius Vaidelis, the Director of the Professional Development Center 
(Ugdimo Pletotes Centras).  Throughout the program, we were enter-
tained by three exceptional musicians regaling us with arias from operas 
as well as contemporary American music.  A short champagne reception 
followed the ceremony. 

After the planting of the 20th apple tree in front of the Professional De-
velopment Center (formerly the PPRC), the bus and cars left for 
Klaipeda and Kaunas. 

Camp Viltis, under the direction of Vitas Underys and Ann Petroliunas, 
had its opening on Saturday, July 10th.  The camp was in session from 
July 10 to 21, 2010.  I accompanied several of the representatives from 
the Professional Development Center, Valdas Cirkelis and Roma 
Sausaitiene, to the camp and we had a chance to tour the facilities. 

The Kaunas Special Education Program, directed by Dr. Karl Janowitz 
and Vilma Narkaviciene, began their session at the School for the Deaf 
on July 1, 2010.  They participated in seminars at the Spindelis Kinder-

garten, Panemune Kindergarten, and the Social Care Home in Vilijampole.  They were there through July 
9th.  On July 13 and 14, they were at the Special School in Simines, and on July 15-16 they were at the Special 
Education School in Klaipeda, where I had a chance to visit.  The Kaunas Special Education contingency contin-
ued their regionals in Skaudvile, Taurage, and finished in Panavezys on July 28th.  I had a chance to visit the 
Skaudvile and Taurage sessions and attend their    
closing ceremonies. 

Klaipeda had its Opening Ceremony on July 
12th.  We were welcomed by former President Valdas 
Adamkus and the Director of the Professional Devel-
opment   Center, Giedrius Vaidelis.  The Klaipeda 
sessions ran from July 12 to July 23, 2010. 

After a quick lunch, and packing up the bus, we left 
for Vilnius, where we were hosted that evening by the 
U.S. Ambassador, Ann Derse, at her home.  It was a 
wonderful respite for all the A.P.P.L.E. participants 
who had endured record high temperatures through-
out Lithuania.  All our participants from Kaunas, 
Camp Viltis and Klaipeda were in attendance.  The 
Ambassador       welcomed us and thanked us for the 
twenty years of      service in Lithuania.  Wine and      
refreshments were served, and it was a memorable 
ending to our 20th summer in Lithuania! 

                                                                             Vida Strazdaite Gavin   
A                                                                            A.P.P.L.E. President 2009-2011 

A.P.P.L.E. President Vida Strazdaite Gavin 

accepting a basket of apples during the   

celebration honoring the organizationôs 

twenty years of service 

Former President Valdas Adamkus and his wife, Alma,     

honored A.P.P.L.E. with their participation in the Klaipeda     

sessionôs Opening Ceremonies. 

 

 


