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A Meeting of the Minds Leads to Publication Dr. Sandy Buczynski

Once upon a time there were two educators who lived on opposite sides of the United States: Sand
ski, a science education professor from San Diego, CA and Kristin Fontichiaro, a school librarian fr
mingham, M. In a city by the sea (Klaipeda, 2005), in a faraway country (Lithuania), we met as prof
development lecturers for A.P.P.L.E. We facilitated workshops for Lithuanian teachers that focused
structivist teaching and active student learning. Over shared meals, we talked and exchanged ideas,
not until we reunited at A.P.P.L.E. (Vilnius, 2007) that the idea for a book about the power of story
quiry to promote student thinking in science among students in gra@esa® born. Late nights at the Pe|
gogu Profesines Raidos Centrasdé Vesbutis (P. PR
to draw learners into a science problem.

We knew that we were on to something when we discussed the idea with fellow A.P
lecturer and past president of the American Association of School Librarians, Blanche
Blanche brought our vision to the attention of Teacher Ideas Press editor Sharon Coat
gave the project a green light. The book continued to evolve and develop throug
school year as we skyped, emailed, and mettiadace for weeklong writing retreats througis

out 2008. Story Starters and Science Notebooking: Developing Student Thinking THS*S
Literacy and Inquirywas published in May of 2009.

The fruits of this labor came full circle this summer (2009) as Sandy and Jim Brousse
the book as the basis for their elementary science seminars taught in Vilnius, Kaunas,
dainiai. Birute Druckute (interpreter extraordinaire) translated various stories from the

knowledge, design and implement investigations, share results through several genres

ing, and reflect on their learning. Vilnius class collecting data

wi || ri pen bananas faster, why Papa B
story, and the pros and cons of various alternative energy strategies. Teachers at th
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science content with writing projects. As our participant teachers implement i
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participant population and ultimately provided valuable consumer input for future sh@pping
i decisions. Teachers left the workshops with a repertoire of science strategies, stofjes, ar
i activities to create strong, authentic, inqeigsed classrooms with the potential to integyate

learning with the development of scientific knowledge, hopefully they will help student§ con-
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“Graduation Time!

This Millennium Year Summer for Lithuania provid
many of us with a flurry of celebratory activities. TH
ranged from a parade of over ten thousand participar
Daina (the Songfest), to high Mass, to the Dance Fe
and, finally, to the televised speeches of a number of
nitaries from a variety of European nations. It was a ¢reat
start for our 18. A.P.P.L.E. Vasara in Lithuania.

The highlight for me this year was the opportunity to
ticipate in the secondary school graduation cerem
held at a school district in Klaipeda and the fan
oriented celebrations that followed. This was the se
time | had been invited to attend a graduation at
school. What made this occasion so special was ths

graduating seniors, all twenfive of them, and the Dire¢

tor of the school all wore caps and gowns for the
time ever. Secondary school graduates in Lithuania d
normally wear them nor do most college and unive
graduating classes.

However, thanks to the generosity of Dennis Mamch
former teammate of mine at Montclair State Univer
and Regional Sales Manager for Jostens, Inc., the le
provider of school recognition support products, |
able to deliver twentjive sets of caps and gowns
those twentyfive graduating seniors and their sch
Director in the name of A.P.P.L.E.

To see the expressions on the faces of those seniof

feel their excitement as they marched out to the s¢

courtyard, led by their equally proud Director and recki

such a rousing ovation from their relatives and frie
will stay with me forever.

As they prepared to have their class picture taken,
one took great pride in repositioning the tassel on
cap and even more when they all, simultaneously, tg
those caps high in the air after the official class ph
were taken.

All in all, a very special event for the school staff,
graduates and their families and a very memorable
ment in time for A.P.P.L.E. and myself.

By Ed Topar
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Experience

By Gail Cassidy

My trip to Lithuania began at 2:30
Friday afternoon and ended at
about 8:00 p.m. the following day
when Ed Topar and | arrived at the hotel in Vilnius.
Tired and groggy, | climbed the steep front steps,
wearily dragging my suitcase behind. Greeting us
with great warmth and infectious enthusiasm in the
lobby was none other than the president of
A.P.P.L.E., Barbara Henriques. | truly felt honored.
She told me my room number, gave me the key, and
added that there was a
your room. 0 That was t

citing, memorable two-week adventure in my life.

The first aspect of the experience that most im-
pressed and intrigued me was the immediate cama-
raderie established among the instructors. Within
days | felt as if | had known these wonderful people
for a lifetime. | was energized by their energy. The
obvious hard work, dedication, devotion, and prepa-
ration of the volunteer instructors impressed me tre-
mendously. These selfless professionals worked
tirelessly to fulfill the mission of the organization. |
was in awe. The second aspect of this priceless ex-
perience relates to the participants, people from a
different culture, speaking a different language--
devoted and dedicated professionals-- who were
there to learn and better them-
selves in their own positions
with the intent of maximizing
the learning potential of the
Lithuanian children in their
schools. What a delight it was
for me to meet and get to know
these wonderful administrative
professionals! Watching them
change from formal, proper
students to fun, competitive,

hungry-for-knowledge individu-
als made me realize just how much we are all alike,
no matter what the country or state in which we
were born.
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Message from the PaBresident

Barbara Henriques

Over the last two years |

~ | have experienced the joy
- |and challenges that go
- | hand in hand with the posi-

~ |tion of President. In this

- |time | have been able to
|work to ensure that
-~ JA.P.P.LE. will continue to

meet itos origi

: — to work in partnership with
our Lithuanian partners to enhance learning opportuni-
ties for all children.

While we have continued to offer-service training for
teachers and administrators at the PPRC, we have ex-
panded our work at the Kaunas Program in Special
Education, strengthened the Camp Viltis Program and
have also engaged in links to universities throughout
Lithuania. | have thoroughly enjoyed working with
people who are ready to contribute their time, energy
and personal funds, to make our work a success.

| am delighted that over the last three years, we have
continued our efforts to expand the Lithuanian Scholars
Program to all participants in our Summer Programs. |
am very proud of this accomplishment and would like
to thank Amanda Muliolis
their extensive work in making LSF such a success.
Without these people, the support of our readers in

Raise funds for
A.P.P.L.E

o While you are searching the net
or shopping onlined Effortlessly!

iGive.

SelectAmerican Professional Partnership for

Lithuanian Education

e With iSearchiGive built into your web browser, you gan
search and raise money any time, from any site

e If you shop, you can raise even more! Your free
iGive.com membership combined with the Toolbar'
optional Donation Tracking means automatic donatigns
of up to 26% when you shop at over 700 stores in t
iGive network.

e See the total funds raised for your cause, with han
reports just one click away.

e *|t's spywarefree and takes just seconds to install.
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Lithuania, and the support from contributors to this pro-
gram, it would not be possible. This year we saotiaer
group of innovative and creative projects designed by
teachers to enhance learning in their classrooms, schools
and communities. The Lithuanian Scholars Fund allows
Lithuanian teachers to bring their ideas into being in di-
verse educational settings.

While we have had a difficult economy to contend with

and shifting priorities, we have continued to receive con-
tributions and small grants to continue our mission. To
those who have continued to support us, | want to per-
sonally thank €ach ane@ every one of you. You make
what we do possible.

On August 15th of this year, my term as President ended
and | became the Immedia@ast President. | know that

| passed the Presidency on to a person who will continue
to support the mission of our organization and will bring
her own expertise as an educator and administrator to the
post. Dr. Vida Gavin and | had the opportunity to work
together in Lithuania this summer. Vida served as the
Program Director for the Vilnius Seminars. | have of-
fered her my continued support as she moves into her
new position and I'm sure that you will join me in this
support. As we begin to plan for our 20th year of ser-
vice, | know that A.P.P.L.E. is in good hands and that
those who have supported us through their contributions,
service and/or ideas will continue to make our work a

continued success

Ramute Gemionienei for

Barbara

Camp Viltis program participants and Director Vitas Underys






